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STATE O F  C O N N E C T I C U T  a 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

)w FOR THE STATE COLLEGES 
I 

P. 0. BOX 2008 NEW BRITAIN, CONNECTICUT 06050 

TEL. NEW BRITAIN: 203-229-1602 TEL. HARTFORD: 203-566-2323 

RESOLUTION 

concerning 

A SIXTH-YEAR PROFESSIONAL DIPLOMA 
i n  

EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATIONS 
a t  

Southern Connecticut S t a t e  College 

September 8, 1978 

WHEREAS, The Board of Trustees on September 3, 1976, passed Resolution 
Number 76-86 authorizing a request  t o  t h e  Commission f o r  Higher 
Education f o r  planning approval of a Sixth-Year Professional  
Diploma i n  Professional  Education a t  Southern Connecticut S t a t e  
College, and 

WHEREAS, The Commission f o r  Higher Education, having reviewed t h e  request ,  
determined t h a t  t h e  proposed program should be divided i n t o  two 
d i s c r e t e  programs and, with t h e  approval of campus a u t h o r i t i e s ,  
granted planning approval on February 1, 1977 f o r  a Sixth-Year 
Profess ional  Diploma f o r  Elementary Classroom Teacher S p e c i a l i s t s  
and f o r  a Sixth-Year Professional  Diploma i n  Foundations of 
Education, and 

WHEREAS, Southern Connecticut S t a t e  College has engaged ex te rna l  consultants  
t o  evaluate t h e  proposed Sixth-Year Professional  Diploma i n  
Foundations of Education and has made appropriate responses t o  t h e  
evaluators ' comments , and 

WHEREAS, The Board of Higher Education a t  i t s  meeting on June 27, 1978, 
granted l i censure  t o  t h e  Sixth-Year Profess ional  Diploma i n  
Foundations of Education, now the re fo re  be it 

RESOLVED, That, under t h e  au thor i ty  granted t h e  Board of Trustees i n  Chapter 
164, Section 10-109 of t h e  Connecticut General S ta tu tes  and 
Connecticut Public Act 77-573, Southern Connecticut S t a t e  College 
i s  authorized t o  implement a program leading t o  t h e  Sixth-Year 
Profess ional  Diploma i n  Educational Foundations. 

A C e r t i f i e d  True Copy: 

/ ~ m e ~  A. Frost  
Executive Director  

I // 
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The need fo r  advanced work i n  Foundational Studies l i e s  i n  the 

very structure of American Society, and the dislocations and uncer- 

t a i n t i e s  of the times. Part icular ly i n  these times there i s  a need 

fo r  a general foundational approach t o  educational growth f o r  profes- I 

sionals,  a need f o r  freedom t o  explore basic ideas of education a t  a 

sophisticated leve l  and come t o  personal and soc ia l  jud@nents about 

how educational ins t i tu t ions  can meet these soc ia l  demands. 

It i s  one thing t o  of fer  t r ~ d i t i o n a l  educational opportunities . 
i n  a stable,  progressively oriented society where growth is the goal. 

The pressure on educational ins t i tu t ions  then i s  simply t o  do b e t t e r  

and more ef f ic ien t ly  what they are alxeady doing. It is  quite another 

thing t o  interpret ,  t o  ant ic ipate ,  and t o  d i rec t  educational in s t i tu -  . 

t ions  i n  a society which i s  examining i t s  core values and orienting 

i t s e l f  t o  an economy where people are out of work and facing economic 

problems of inf la t ion  and changing p r io r i t i e s .  

These personal and soc ia l  educational demands are  within the 

College's broadly based mission: the preparation of qual i f ied pract i -  

t ioners  fo r  public service t o  the s t a t e ,  the improvement of competency 

among these already serving the ci t izenry,  the maintenance of an 

educational and cul tura l  center fo r  the benefi t  of a l l  e l ig ib le  

persons i n  the region, and the ava i l ab i l i t y  of a f lex ib le  program . 

re la ted  t o  personal objectives. 

A. Student Needs 
. %- 

In the past,  students have asked .faculty members fo r  advice i n  

broadening t h e i r  horizons while pursuing educational careers st the 



College. When a new department of Educational Foundations, Research 

and Measurement was created, the facul ty s e t  a Sixth Year program as. a 
a 

goal. For many students, the Master's degree is not a sui table  area 

for a general s tudies  program since soc ia l  systems demand specializa- 

t i o n  at  the time of f irst  employment, But once t h a t  need has been met, 

teachers and other professional workers see again, due t o  increased 

maturity, t h a t  fur ther  generalization and opportunities fo r  exploration 

are  needed i n  t h e i r  l ives.  

Many professionals , such as teachers i n  elementary and secondary 

schools as  well  as  those engaged i n  business and industry, do not con- 

template major changes i n  employment but simply wish t o  broaden t h e i r  

horizon because they value knowledge. I n  addition t o  broadening t h e i r  

knowledge, many students who do not contemplate a change, i n  employment 

w i l l  benefi t  from an increase i n  compensation by completing a Sixth 

Year. . 

For many students, a re-evaluation of job opportunities comes a f t e r  

obtaining a Master's degree, It is then t h a t  a few students ant ic ipate  

a Ph.D. program by taking additional courses and thus continuing t h e i r  

education without compromising t h e i r  present employment s ta tus .  Some 

students a l so  indicate a desire t o  seek intermediate college positions 

i n  community colleges, The program is  designed f o r  f l e x i b i l i t y  i n  

personal and soc ia l  plans. 

B. Surveys and Supporting Evidence 

A survey of present student needs was circulated i n  Educational Founda- 

t ions ,  Research and Measurement classes i n  the 1975 F a l l  term. The 

4 r e su l t s  indicated a posit ive response t o  the proposed program. 
. .- 

a, The questionnaire asked whether the students were interested 0 
i n  continuing t h e i r  education i n  a formal way beyond the Master's 



degree. Of the 1.16 repl ies ,  56 answered, "yes ," 45 answered "no," and 

15 replied "perhaps." Of the 60 who answered "no" o r  "perhaps" an 

overwhelming 48 indicated tha t  fur ther  educational opportunities should 

be made available t o  them ii case they wished t o  take advantage of 

such a program i n  the future.  One person said,  "yes" although care- 

f u l l y  clar i fying t h a t  he might not be interested. Another student 

said,  "yes" as  Southern Connecticut State  College was a cent ra l ly  

located ins t i tu t ion .  Four people indicated tha t  they would l ike  t o  

receive l i t e ra tu re  even though, a t  present, they were i n  doubt about 

continuing t h e i r  own formal education. 

b. The comments made by the 56 students who answered "yes" were 

most supportive of the proposed program. A good many, 28, responded 

t h a t  they were interested i n  a professional program and had already 

made plans t o  en ter  a specif ic  f ie ld .  The professional programs named 

by the students were: Administration (5). Special Education ( 5 ) )  

Reading (31, Counseling (2)  , and Music, Microbiology, Psychological 

Testing, School ~ s ~ c h o l o ~ ~ ,  Science, Music-Art, P o l i t i c a l  Science - 
History, Social  Studies, and Speech. Other professional goals were 

indicated i n  general terms of Ph.D. and research, o r  goals were put 

i n  terms of aims such as "to i n i t i a t e  reform." Of t h i s  grolip who had 

already defined goals i n  mind, three asked t h a t  l i t e r a tu re  be mailed ' 

to  them. 

c. The remainin'g group strongly supported -- one student wrote 

'.'Amen. " -- the concept of foundational studies as a general profes- 

s ional  program. The reasons given included: professional growth, ..* 



econmic gains, knowledge gains, independent study, and general growth. -. 
', 

A t  l e a s t  half  the  r ep l i e s  had some statement reqarding personal growth, 

the  major reason which was given. Some comments were: 

"I love t o  share what I learned." 
"Being able t o  make some changes i n  our teacher education. 11 

11 There a r e  many roads untraveled. " 

Some supporting statements these students gave were cbnsidered when 

the facul ty  proposed the program: 

"Since I hope t o  receive my Master's i n  Reading i n  
the  near future  there  has been a heavy emphasis i n  
one subject  area. I would be very much in te res ted  
i n  a program based upon choice i n  the  general pro- 
fess iona l  area  of foundations, " ( pamela callahan) 

11 There hasn ' t  been much time o r  f r eedm t o  choose 
courses t h a t  I f e e l  I need t o  be able t o  gain a 
b e t t e r  perspective of education, especial ly  the  
future  ways t o  implement and e f f e c t  change." 
( ~ o u i s e  Sanchione) 

11 I seem t o  need constant exposure t o  a program o r  , 

course t o  insure personal growth i n  my f i e l d  o r  
i n t e l l e c t u a l  stimulation i n  the general area  of 
education. " ( ~ e t t i e  Levine ) 

Of t h i s  group of "yes" rep l ies ,  l 9  people indicated t h a t  they 

would l i k e  t o  receive more information i n  the  program. One student 

wrote, "I hadn't considered a foundations program u n t i l  j u s t  now. I 

would be in te res ted  i n  finding out more about it." 

d. The Department is pleased t o  have t h i s  strong student support 

f o r  the proposed program. I n  a l l ,  26 people i n  t h i s  sample 

asked f o r  l i t e r a t u r e ;  t h i s  support has become an important basis  f o r  

t he  estimates of student enrollment. . - 
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. D r .  John McGowan a lso  conducted a survey i n  1975 of approximately 

85 students who graduated with Master' s degree from Southern 

Connecticut S ta te  College. The r e su l t s  indicated tha t :  

A. 26 had other plans. 
B. 13 had no plans and were not contemplating any fur ther  study, 
C. 32 would w a i t  a year or  so before making a decision, Of 

these 32, 23 indicated tha t  i f  they returned t o  SCSC they 
would l ike  a program t h a t  would be broad i n  scope and would 

t 

allow fo r  individualization and f l e x i b i l i t y .  
D. 14 expressed immediated in t e res t  i n  a program such as  the i 

Department i s  proposing. ! 

Finally, during the F a l l  Semester of 1976, a questionnaire asked 
i 
1 

182 graduate students a t  S .C .S .C. whether they would or would not 1 
1 
$ 

be interested i n  the proposed program. I n  a l l ,  98 responded -3 Yes 
. . 

81 responded - No and 3 did not respond. Thirty-six (36) of the 

' respondents plan t o  graduate i n  May, and of t h i s  subgroup 32 I 
indicated - Yes! It would seem t h a t  students think more, posi t ively % 

1 
0 

of continuing t h e i r  education a t  the sixth-year leve l  as  they I 
I 

approach the completion of the Master's Degree. 

Two unsolicited comments, on the questionnaire by graduate 

students summarize well  the verbal comments of many: 
I 

"It's about time!," 

"This program sounds excellent and s t a t e  schools need 
it, I think the "Cammission" is doing us a grave in- 
just ice  by not l e t t i n g  duplication of programs as they 
are  i n  pr ivate  schools. Not everyone can afford a 
pr ivate  in s t i tu t ion  f o r  the var iety and uniqueness of 
t h e i r  programs. We should not be denied because of 
our economic s i tuat ions.  We have a r igh t  t o  the best  
possible education our community can offer. " 

i 
Evidence fo r  need i s  a l so  exqressed in enrollment and graduation 

I 
figures. There a re  now 10,286 students i n  the Graduate School 

. .- 

I 
.t 

I 

I 



- i n  f i f t h  year advancement, 29 Master's programs and s i x  Sixth 

Year programs. I n  1975, 973 Master's degrees were granted by SCSC 

and i n  1976,1102 Mastert s degrees were granted. So over the past 

. decade a t  l eas t  one thousand degrees were granted yearly. , 

7. President Manson Van B. Jennings, Vice-President Evann Middle- 

brooks, Professional Studies Dean Rocco Orlando, and Gradrtlate Dean 

]Pearl Rosenstein have been consulted and t h e i r  ideas have helped 

t o  shape the proposal. 
. 

8 Members of the academic community have been consulted and l e t t e r s  

from professional colleagues are  on f i l e .  Among these 

professionals i s  D r .  R. Freeman Butts, formerly of Teacher's 

College, Columbia University, an author and scholar whose books 

are %he leading source i n  the his tory of education. 

Also supporting the program are D r .  Frank Stone, Foundations 

and Curriculum Department, University of Connecticut, and D r .  

Frank Lewis, Educational Philosophy, ~$ i r f  i e l d  University. 

P I .  Program Rationale and Objectives 

A. A s  a general approach t o  professional s tudies ,  the program w i l l  

meet the unique needs of each student. It addresses i t s e l f  t o  

graduate students interested i n  an interdiscipl inary approach t o  

knowledge i n  a design which allows f l e x i b i l i t y  and crea t iv i ty ,  . 





- 
T e  Students w i l l  assess t h e i r  academic strength and some may choose c 

t o  study toward a doctoral program i n  Foundations, Research and 

Measurement, or  toward a related degree program. The Department 

w i l l  seek access t o  opportunities t o  take courses in  other ins t i tu-  

t ions and t o  have the Sixth Year Diploma credi t s  evaluated and 

accepted toward a doctoral program. Six credi ts  from other in- 

s t i tu t ions  at the 600 leve l  w i l l  be accepted toward meeting the 30 

credi t  requirement f o r  the diploma. 

8. Students w i l l  develop awareness of t h e i r  employment potent ial  i n  

educational ins t i tu t ions  and adaptabili ty in  other sectors such 

,as business, industry or  government which emphasize human relat ions 

s k i l l s .  

9. Students w i l l  have access t o  information, Job opportunities are . 

more often known and communicated within the academic community 

where employment openings are  circulated. The Department w i l l  

f a c i l i t a t e  the process fo r  i t s  Sixth Year students. 

Program Content 

The Sixth Year i n  Foundational Studies w i l l  provide professionals 

with an opportunity t o  fur ther  t h e i r  diverse educational aims. Some stu- 

dents w i l l  be interested i n  advanced work and study in  specif ic  areas o f '  

foundational studies. Others w i l l  be more interested i n  advanced work 

which allows a review of many foundational areas of education and, in  ad- 

di t ion,  provides an opportunity fo r  the l i b e r a l  a r t s  o r  some professional 

area t o  be emphasized i n  the program. Students w i l l  meet t h e i r  needs 

through a planned program chosen by them; For example i f  students have 



not had a research course previously, they w i l l  be advised t o  take R.M. -0 '. 
592 which i s  a course offered by the Department for  Master's candidates. 

The planned program w i l l  consist, of two parts :  (1) a core of a t  l eas t  15 

credi t s  i n  foundational studies and (2)  up t o  15 credi t s  of e lec t ive  

courses. A t  l e a s t  15 credi ts  must be taken a t  600 leve l  and up t o  6 

credi t s  may be transferred from another university. 

The planned program, designed by the student and approved by the 

advisor, w i l l  consist  of a minimwn of 30 hours of study. 

A. Courses 

The core Ed.F. 6scourse  has been approved by the college and other 

core courses are e i the r  approved or  ready t o  be submitted t o  the 

Graduate Council. A s  the program expands student in t e re s t s  w i l l  

guide course development. The required courses Ed.F. 698 and Ed-F. 

699, introductory and concluding seminars, are in t eg ra l  keys t o  the 

program. The seminars w i l l  bring together students who develop and 

share t h e i r  studies,  receiving cr i t ic ism and support from t h e i r  peers 

under the direction of the faculty.  . 

The introductory and culminating seminars bring a l l  students i n  

the program t o  share t h e i r  progress periodically. The seminars can 

lead t o  decisions about future academic and employment opportunities. 

Each student determines a scholarly in t e res t  upon entering the 

Introductory Seminar. The direction w i l l  be continually reviewed . 

and evaluated and w i l l  conclude i n  a general presentation a t  the 

Culminating Seminar. Students may work individually o r  with other 

students who choose a similar in te res t  i n  the course of t h e i r  program, 

and a number of them may take similar.electiv-e courses. 



Area of Specialization 

I. Core Area (15 o r  more credi t s )  

A, Required courses (6 c red i t s )  

EDF 698 Seminar i n  Foundational Studies (~nt roductory)  
EDF 699 Seminar i n  Foundational Studies (~u lmina t  ing ) 

B. Optional Courses from the 500 l eve l  

EDF 520 Child i n  the American Culture 
EDF 521 Contemporary Philosophy and Education 
EDF 522 Comparative Education 
EDF 523 Social Foundations of Education 
EDF 524 History of Western Education 
EDF 526 American Education t o  the Bicentennial 
RM 591 Educational Measurement f o r  the Classroom Teacher 
RM 592 Research i n  Education 
RM 593, 594, 595, 596, 597, 598, 599, and 600 are a l so  available 

from the Department and may be selected i f  the student 
has the pre-requisites f o r  these advanced courses 

C. Optional Courses from the 600 level  

EDF 600 
EDF 650 
EDF 655 
EDF 660 
EDF 630 
EDF 635 
EDF 6-- 
EDF 5-0 
EDF 6-0 
EDF 6-0 
EDF 6-0 
EDF 6-- 
EDF 6-- 

EDF 6-0 

Independent Study 
Peace Studies : Learning f o r  Race  , 

Foundations of Moral Education 
Comparative Dynamics and Designs of Educational Change 
Foundations of Curriculum 
Future Curriculum and the Reconceptualists 
Educational A l t e r n a t i x s  i n  the Modern World 
Humanistic Perspectives on the Teaching-Uarning Process 
To Pursue Happiness: Education and the American Dream 
Children of the World ' 

Comparative Higher and Adult Education 
Education f o r  Development i n  the Third World 
Foundational Issues i n  Elementary and Secondary Education - 
A Seminar 
Foundational Issues i n  Higher Education - A Seminar . 

11, Electives (up t o  15 hours) 

Select  up t o  5 courses (or 15 hours) 

Professional E l e c t i e s  Cognate Foundations Elective 
Special Education History 
School Psychology and Counseling Sociology -- 
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Professional Electives (con ' t. ) Cognate Foutdations Elective (con ' 
Reading Anthropology 
Education Philosophy 
Administration and Supervision P o l i t i c a l  Science 
Urban Studies Psychology 
Library Science Inter-Disciplinary Studies 

Professional S ta f f  

A l l  members of the Department w i l l  be involved with the program 

e i t h e r  a s  ins t ructors  o r  advisors. The Department w i l l  maintain close 

personal and professional t i e s  with students through program a c t i v i t i e s  

and a regular schedule of personal advisement and consultation. 

The Department's facu l ty  include five f u l l  time members, a l l  

with doctorates i n  the foundational area. 



Dr .  Shawky Karas, Department Chairperson, Professor of Education,-;, 
1 

Program Director Research and Evaluation i n  Behavioral Sciences and 

Education, Ed.D., Teacher's College, Columbia University, Research 

and Measurement. Teaching assignment: Research i n  Education, 

Probabili ty and S t a t i s t i c a l  Inference, Methods of Research i n  the 
' 

Behavioral Sciences, Psychological and Edgcational Measurement, Tests 

of Character, Personali ty and Adjustment, Experimental Design and 

Analysis of Variance and Covariance, and Applied Multivariate 

halys is. 

D r .  John McGowan, Assistant Professor of Education, EdeD., 

Eehigh University, Research, Measurement and Evaluation i n  the 

Behavioral Sciences. Teaching assignment: Educational Research, 

Measurement f o r  Classroom Teachers, and Program Planning i n  Special  

Education, 

Dr .  Gilbert  Noble, Assistant Professor of Education, Ph.D., 

S ta te  University of New York at  Buffalo, Soc ia l  Foundations of 

Education. Teaching assignment: Social  Foundations of Education, 

and Child i n  the  American Culture. - 

D r .  Moses Stambler, Professor of Education, Ph.D., New York 

University, Social  Foundations. Teaching assignment: Social  

Foundations of Education, History of Western Civi l izat ion,  Com- 

parat ive Education, Social  Foundations of Education (Adult Educa- 

t i o n ) ,  and Comparative Designs and I)ynmics of Educational Change. 



-. 
D r ,  Mary Tull, Assistant Professor of Education, Ed.D., r, 

University of Cincinnati, Social  Foundations of Education. Teaching . 

assignment: Child i n  the American Culture, Contemporary Philosophy 

and Education, Social  Foundations of Education, and America 

Education. 

The Department draws upon other professionals i n  scheduling 

courses f o r  the Master's program'and some would a lso  be available 

f o r  Sixth Year courses. These instructors  are: 

Dr .  R. Freeman Butts, Emeritus Teacher's College, Columbia 

University, teaching Child i n  the American Culture and American 

Education t o  the Bicentennial; 

D r ,  F. E. Lowe, Professor of Philosophy, teaching Contemporary 

Philosophy and Education; 

Dr.  Thomas Pond, Assistant Professor of Education, teaching 

Child i n  the American Culture; 

D r .  Robert Thiel, Assistant Professor of Education, teaching 

~ e s e a r c h  i n  Education and Measurement f o r  Classroom Teachers; and 

Dr .  Virginia Wright, Associate Professor of Education, teaching 

Child i n  the American Culture. 

D. Ins t i tu t iona l  Resources and F a c i l i t i e s  

1. Library. Library resources are adequate because inquiry and 

research i n  foundational studies represent the philosophical . 

questions asked i n  each discipl ine area of professional studies.  

There are  adequate periodicals. The Department continuously 
,-- 

orders current materials despite the past  years' economies. 



r. 
Buley Library is  presently offer ing help t o  students i n  the use 

of microfiche and other resource materials and equipment; t h i s  

a i d  w i l l  be helpful: t o  students who enter  the Sixth Year program 

from other ins t i tu t ions .  

Workshops i n  media f o r  graduate students would enhance the 

at t ract iveness  of the Sixth year program. The Department a l -  

ready r e l i e s  upon the Learning Resource Center of the Library. 

The Learning Resource Center now includes the Audio-Tutorial 

and Computer Access Instruct ional  equipment which w i l l  be an' 

important component of the innovative aspect of the Sixth Year 

program. 

2. S t a t i s t i c s  Laboratory. The s t a t i s t i c s  laboratory is  a pa r t  

of the Depar.hent's equipment i n  the research program i n  the 

behavioral sciences and education a t  the Master's level. The 

laboratory i s  available t o  students as par t  of the Library's 

Independent k a r n i n g  Center and contains a var ie ty  of program- 

mable and nonprogrammable calculators. In addition, there i s  

a l ibrary  of commercially prepared s t a t i s t i c s  programs which 

a re  compatible with the programmable machines. 

3. Computer Center. The computer center i s  available fo r  u s e ,  

by facul ty and students i n  the Department. An extensive l i s t  

of Fortran and BAL programs have been written by facul ty and . 

students i n  the Department f o r  research purposes. These 

programs and others presently i n  the  planning stage w i l l  help 
. ,  

students t o  analyze t h e i r  own research, 
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E. Program Evaluation and Follow-Up 

I The most important aspect of program evaluation is  the continuing 

I self-evaluation of facul ty and students. A s  the program develops, 

courses w i l l  be continuously judged against the goals of the program. 

student self-evaluation w i l l  take place i n  informs1 d is -  

cussions with the advisor and i n  group discussions as, fo r  example, i n  

the  planning of the seminars. The evaluation includes the 

qual i ty  of the presentations a t  the culminating seminar. 

Following the award of the diploma, a study w i l l  be i n i t i a t e d  t o  

determine personal goals such as employment or  fur ther  education t h a t  

have been reached. The student w i l l  a l so  be asked t o  re-evalua* 

the Sixth Year program. The facul ty expects t o  maintain close 

friendships with students. 

111. Administrative Program-Provisions 

A. Cost. 

I Because of the economic pressures on the College t o  operate within a 

very limited budget, the program w i l l  be developed i n  stages. The 

Department w i l l  o f f e r  one course i n  the Spring of 197Qand two courses 

during the F a l l  1978 semester. The uni t  costs of these courses w i l l  

be met by tui t ion.  The new courses introduced during the first years 

can be expected t o  have enrollments of 20 students. 

The success of the program i s  projected in to  an economic and , 

soc ia l  climate two years in to  the future,  .so a reassessment should be 

made a f t e r  the f i r s t  year of the program regarding the l ike ly  increase 

i n  student enrollments and the need f o r  expanded course offerings, 

J 



Staff ing . 
The Departmental chairman and the facul ty would 

ant icipate  enrollments so tha t  present teaching schedules can be met 

with no interruption of on-going programs, A s  the s ix th  Year program 

grows, s taff ing would involve not an increase but  a realignment of 

costs  * 

Enrollment Projections. 

From the analysis of student questionnaires, it i s  anticipated tha t  

the f irst  year there would be approximately 100 students who wish t o  

be enrolled. However, the f i r s t  year enrollment w i l l  be limited t o  

30. The or ig ina l  course t o  be offered, Peace Studies, could be ex- 

pected t o  draw some students from the program and additional students 

from other programs a t  the College. 

The second year of the program there should be 60 students and 

enough enrollment f o r  the seminar and other courses which the Depart- 

ment plans t o  offer.  The th i rd  year of the program w i l l  enable a more 

ecmplete evaluation of the significance of the program. There should 

be a hundred students enrolled since not a l l  of the students from the 

first year would have finished t h e i r  program. There w i l l  be some 

students who w i l l  f in i sh  t h e i r  program in  one year. Target date fo r  

awarding f i r s t  diploma i s  May 1979. 

The implications f o r  the Department and the College are a l so  

important i n  terms of teaching opportunities fo r  s t a f f  and a community 

fservice t o  c i t izens  of tfie s ta te .  The program w i l l  provide f l e x i b i l i t y  

f o r  s ta f f ing  in the Department which now offers  courses for  tile Master's 

degree and the program w i l l  o f fe r  opportunities t o  other departments on 

campus t o  teach complementary courses. Commitment t o  co~nmunity service 



is  an e s sen t i a l  goal fo r  Southern Connecticut State  College. This 

program w i l l  allow the College t o  serve the students i n  R heavily 

populated areas who are  presently limited i n  t h e i r  access t o  post- 

Master's education. 

Need fo r  Supportive Administration 

Current undergraduate and graduate degrees are appropriate for  success - 
fu l  en t ry  in to  the proposed program because of the interdisciplinary 

nature of the foundational studies.  Social  studies, philosophy o r  

language are  especially indicative of student in t e re s t  but so a re  in- 

t e r e s t s  i n  the philosophy of science o r  business theory. Existing 

degrees from Southern Connecticut State  College would be accepted for  

e l ig ib i l i t y .  Transfer students w i l l  have t h e i r  t ranscr ipts  evaluated 

fo r  previous work i n  Foundational studies. 

The program is not competing with other departments fo r  a l imited 

student enrollment. Students who choose a Sixth Year i n  Foundational 

Studies w i l l  be those who would otherwise simply take courses without 

a planned program o r  who would go on- to  a doctoral program. 

S-ry 

The Sixth YearProgram i n  Foundational Studies i s  an al ternat ive 

envisioned by members of the Department's facul ty who are confronted. 

with the most pressing problems of education i n  the society. The 

obligation t o  face unknown problems i n  the culture underlies the 

need fo r  continuing education a t  an advanced level.  



The hear t  of the program is an opportunity t o  do advanced work 

i n  a f lex ib le  discipl ine which concentrates on exploration and 

analysis  within the general ideas of education: philosophy of 

education; humanistic education; foundational issues i n  curriculum, 

development and organization; h i s t o r i c a l  and soc i a l  foundations of 

education; and world and comparative education. Each student w i l l  

. have the opportunity f o r  fur ther  study along personally chosen paths,  

sharing i n  a common seminar the research themes which were chosen 

e a r l y  i n  the program. 
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CONSULTANTS REPORT ON PEtOP3SED SIXTH YEAR P R W  
I N  FOUNDATIONAL STUDIES 
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0 - omvm C 

The C o d t t e e  reccsnatsnds approval of the proposed Sixth Year Program in Foundational 
Studies. We commend the School of Education fo r  presenting a program tha t  permits 
an exploration of basic ideas i n  education and a t . t h e  same time meets the needs of 
many teachers In-service. It i s  our opinion that  c w r s e  offerings r e f l ec t  the grow- 
ing thrust in the foundations area. The program provides the opportunity to  broaden 
the outlook of students by expaskg them t o  an interdisciplinary perspecti& so that 
they can make decisions more wisely on many questions canfronting education. 

PROGRAM 

We f e e l  that the program needs some rewriting t o  make its objectives clearer. 

The program should emphasize tha t  the cl ientele a re  primarily teachers in-service 
who see the  program as terminal. Of those achieving the s ix th  year there w i l l  be 
some who w i l l  belatedly decide t o  pursue a doctor's degree. 

Perhaps your clientele are  interested i n  intensifying the i s  area of competence. 
Perhaps they are interested i n  enlarging o r  integrating a varied area of knowledge 
for  its own sake. O r ,  pe~haps the local  salary schedule has a s ix th  year increment 
they desire. A l l  these objectives .can be pursued without making any cammitment to  
a Ph.D. program. %Indeed, the l a t t z r  program may well be constricting of the breadth 
tha t  is so dis t inct ive  of the sixth year program. And, in -turn, good as that breadth 
may be, it may not ba of the so r t  that w i l l  count toward a Ph.D. degree, should t ha t  
subsequently be pursued. 

= 

Since development of research s k i l l s  is an integral  pa r t  of the program, we suggest 
that if Ed. 592 Research i n  Education was not taken in  the  aster's degree program, 
that it be required as the first course in the sixth year i?rogram. 

r - 
The curriculum f o r  what is dist inct ively the sixth year program should consist of 
two kinds of studies. On the on0 hand the student may take a variety of individual 

, courses such a s  a r e  l i s t ed  on page 10. On the other band there should be a rlcorew' 
course which enables the student to  summarize and part icularly to  integrate his  o r  
her academic and f i e ld  experiences t o  date. This however, should be more than a 
lfculminatingll seminar a s  indicated on page 9, Preferable t h i s  integrating experi- 
ence should be carried on throughout the sixth yew from beginning t o  end. The 
way Lhe course is  described on Page 9 ,  it  resembles too much a Ph-Do program. The 
student should, of course, be engaged i n  wscholarlyt* endeavor but  not  necessarily 
a t  the doctoral level. 

We note with approval on page 11 tha t  "all  members of the De,=rbnent w i l l  be in- 
volved withn this s ix th  year program. More than that  we would hope that the 
"core" course w i l l  be conducted with a l l  the members i n  attendance. It has been 
our experience tha t  t o  have an educational topic discussed i n  the presence of a 
variety of faculty views i s  greatly relished by students as an integrating ex- 
perience. 

 ina ally, we would reorganize s l ight ly  the outline appe&img on page 10 t o  the 

. 
h 





October 6, 1977 

SouYaern C o m e c t i c ~ t  Stzte College feculty of tke dapvtinent of 

Sducahioaal Fo-~~Cfatiozs, Research and ssurercsnt appreciates th% 

thoughtful consider~t ion and the suggest io~s  by the consultants t o  

irqrovs ths  pros=.  Ke .;ea.lke the folloving response t o  these 

r ecomnda t  ions, 

I. Tne departrrer?t fzc111ty recognize tha t  oxly a srr!all nunbar of 
students will use t 3 e  program as a stepping stone t o  thz 
doctorzte. A chaxgs x i l l b e  made in  the vording t o  c la r i fy  
our position so thzt there w i l l  not be a misw-derstaqding of 
%ha target grou?. Xa thin?? tha t  the breadth of the program 
l i e s  i n  t h t  02-portu~ities that  Etre offered t o  students and not 

. i n  the career C ~ O ~ C ~ S  tha t  students make. 

2. m e  word "rcs~arcl?" led t o  semantical proble-m i n  our discussion 
and ws a,-e *?at it needs t o  be c la r i f i ed  i n  th2 academic vorld. 
By "research" iz zeant the scholarly sk i l l s  and reflection tha t  
i s  the  m j o r  pz2.t of study. It i s  d i f f i cu l t  t o  think of fouqda- 
t i ona l  stuiles es prirxarily e-rixental research but since both 
l iSrary  an3 f i e l d  research are p ~ r t  of the depmtnsntal offerings, 
tie accept that C~L-zful  attention be given t o  th? c lar i f ica t ion 
of our r,ez?ing: a c t  "research" is considered as inclusive of 
techaiques. 
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3. Be accept th;tt an introductory course might be helpful i n  pre- 
paring an ,integrative view of. the various elements of foundational 
studies &d bby hav?ng a nunber of faculty participate. A net? 
course, EDF 698 w i l l  therefore be added vihich w i l l  allow for  ex- 
ploratory and in tegra t iw endeavor which w i l l  s e t  the stage for, 
the c u h i ~ a t i a g  seminar. It w i l l  also be possible fo r  us t o  
encourage otber alias such as socia l  and personal associations 
which rre have de+ced important. For some students who w i l l  be 
f u l l  ti=@, it w i l l  man  continuous association with the faculty. 

4. Gle  hz; reorgulized the outline as suggested. 

d 
Shatiliy Karas , Chzirperson 

ilbert.  Noble 

1.bses Stambler 




